Crime Scene Preservation, Reports, and Log books 


Preserving Crime Scenes/Evidence 

Do’s

1. Immediately gain control of your dog.  Pull the dog out from the scene and place it on a down-stay or tie it.  Praise your dog as you do this, but reserve playing/true rewarding until far away from the scene.  

2. If the dog moves something or disturbs the scene in any way, do NOT put it back.  Leave it as is and inform the Law Enforcement Agent (LE).  Note it in your report.

3. Walk out the EXACT way you entered.  Wait for the LE away from the scene.  Include this in your notes, and make sure the LE knows the path you travelled.  Often you dog might make the find out of sight.  If you know where your dog travelled as well, also record that path in the log and tell the LE.  Good idea to flag the point you entered the scene.  This will help the LE later.

4. SECURE the scene.  You are totally responsible for it’s integrity.  Do not allow anyone, even your walker to enter the area.  If possible* flag off the entire area so that all clues are within the flagging.  

5. Keep a log of events (helps with the report and Chain of Custody issues): time of find, time radioed find in to base, time LE arrived on scene, LE’s agency/name/rank/badge number, (optional – get LE.’s signature).

6. Photo’s – good idea which is often recommended, but usually LE’s do not want you to have photo’s.  You can ask before hand if this is acceptable or not.  Also, taking photo’s usual requires moving around the scene.  Careful about any decision to unnecessarily walk in the area!  If you are doing a ‘scratch & sniff’ search where excavation is occurring, take photo’s of that in progress.  

7. If you make the find, expect to be interviewed by at least one detective.  Depending on the search, this could happen hours later if they bring in crime scene detectives or Medical Examiners from far away.  Wait by the vehicles to give the on scene LE’s space/privacy.  Have business card(s) handy with your group’s & your personal information (address & contact numbers).  Also have a photo ID ready, and provide them with your SSN. 

Don’ts

1. Don’t disturb the scene.

2. Don’t interfere with the investigation.  

3. Don’t do anything common sense or the LE’s have asked you not to do (such as radio traffic or photo’s).

4. Don’t re-enter the scene unless requested by LE.  If you do, note when, why, & who requested you to do so in your log.

Things to Remember

1. Remember ALL cadaver finds are considered crime scenes until proven otherwise.  You will not make that decision, so act accordingly at all deceased finds.  Even suicides, heart attacks, weather related deaths may are considered suspicious to the LE’s.  

2. If they want you to know details, they will share them with you.  You can ask, but accept it if they chose not to give answers.  Be respectful of the situation.  Some agencies speak freely, others don’t.  

3. Handlers are responsible for maintaining the integrity of the scene until it is turned over to either LE or a Medical Examiner.  

4. Handlers are responsible for Chain of Custody.  This often is challenged in court, so take careful precautions and good notes. 

5. Speak with the LE about what term should be used on the radio for a find.  Careful of too common of terms because they might accidentally be said without meaning a find.

6. Pass on all information to the LE – where you walked, what you touched, what you saw, where your dog was at all times, etc.

7. * If flagging the area means disturbing possible evidence, don’t flag the whole area, just the way to came in and your stopping point.

8. If the person is obviously deceased, than do not go into the person.  Stay as far away as possible.  (remember your first action is to call your dog away)  If the person is not obviously deceased, carefully walk into them and check a pulse.  Do not move them and remember your path of entry.  (for this paper we are assuming there is no pulse)

9. Your job if not to find all the evidence…just to protect what you have already found and to call in the LE for further investigation.

10. Small evidence crucial for the investigators you may not notice in the heat of the find are things like footprints, weapons, cigarette butts, matchbooks, clothing, wigs, blood splatters, smaller nones, bullets, items with fingerprints, hair samples, etc.  This is why handlers should not walk around the scene.  

11. Beware of weapons.  Do not move anything (a backpack might look innocent but could have a bomb/hand grenade in it).

Andy Rebmann’s 3 Cardinal Rules
 (plus one of mine)

1. “Take the same path out you took in.

2. Do not add anything to the scene.

3. Do not take anything from the scene.”

4. (my addition) Do not disturb the scene in the name of securing/recording the scene.  When in doubt, back out and wait for the LE!

Recommended Reading

Cadaver Dog Handbook: Forensic Training and Tactics for the Recovery of Human Remains.  Andy Rebmann.  CRC Press.  2000.  ISBN 0-8493-1886-6.  

Human Osteology: A Laboratory and Field Manual.  William Bass.  1995.  Missouri Archaeological Society.  ISBN 0-94314-81-4.  

Mission Reports

Do’s/Include 

1. One report from the search dog agency.  Handlers keep separate individual reports (and training logs).

2. Time dispatched & by whom, for which requesting agency

3. Subject name, description & last seen date

4. Previous searches summary if available 

5. Optional: handler & K9 credentials/resumes, information on the case (potential cause & manner of death, circumstances of disappearance, etc)

6. Date & location(s) of search

7. Personnel present/agencies present

8. Times: arrival, search start & finish

9. Precipitation, temperature, wind speed & direction

10. Terrain, ground cover and buildings

11. (optional) Potential barriers to airflow & hazards

12. Search strategy & implementation (including if ground is probed or area is disturbed at all – such as moving objects like wood pile)

13. Dog behavior (interest/alerts/problems) plus possible interpretation of behavior.  Be careful what you write in the interpretation.  

14. Results of search.  Strengths/weaknesses of effort (again be careful), follow up suggestions (if no find) or the discovery of remains and the Chain of custody if a find is made.

15. Map(s) of all area(s) searched.  Mark clues/evidence/remains/wind/paths taken.

16. Sign and date report.

17. Keep the report and all information confidential.

Don’ts

1. Don’t make excuses.

2. Don’t speculate.

3. Don’t be wishy-washy.

Things to Remember

1. Write what the dog did, period.  Ex: “Dog alerted.  Did not follow to source.”  Do not write, “I think the dog was smelling people/deer in the next field…”  Rather write if appropriate, “Dog’s behavior was consistent with detection of human decompensation.”  Or “Dog did its trained indication” than define ‘indication’.   Performing the trained response is what courts are looking for in trials or for justifying search warrants.  

2. Reports are admissible in court.

3. And those who wrote them, plus all handlers at the search mission can be called to court to testify.

4. Be extremely careful about what you write.  Lawyers can have field days picking apart reports.  Do not harm your group’s reputation nor the LE’s or the prosecutor’s case!

Training Logs

1. Start when you get the puppy or begin training sar.

2. Record frequency of training, progress made, weakness & corrective actions taken.

3. Can be loose leaf, journal, kept on a computer, or pocket notebook.  Prepared format is recommended.  

4. Record the good and the bad.  If always perfect, than viewed as untruthful in court because all dogs have bad days.  Just be sure to show you took corrective action.

5. Include:

· Location & date

· Time worked & time item was placed (delay time)

· Weather: temp/wind speed/wind direction/precipitation 

· Terrain & ground cover

· Type of search

· Type of training aid

· Time searched (duration)

· If buried: soil type & depth 

· Area for narrative description

· Outcome of search effort

· Optional - signature

� Cadaver Dog Handbook: Forensic Training and Tactics for the Recovery of Human Remains.  Andy Rebmann.  CRC Press.  2000.  
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